
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2020 (FY20) 
Year Ending July 31, 2020 

 
 

Staples High School Tuition Grants Committee Inc. 
Westport, Connecticut 

 
www.staplestuitiongrants.org

  



 
 

 
version 1-Nov-20   Page 2 

Our Mission 
 

 

 

Since 1943, the Staples Tuition Grants organization has been helping to ensure 
that Staples High School graduates are not denied a college education because 

of financial need. 

 
Staples Tuition Grants (STG) was founded on the belief that all young adults 

should have the opportunity to continue their education beyond high school.  By 
providing tuition assistance to graduating Staples High School seniors and 

graduated alumni with demonstrated financial need, STG helps to close the gap 
between what these students and their families are able to afford and the 

expected cost of tuition at the student’s chosen undergraduate college, 
university, or trade school. 
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Presidents’ Letter to our Donors & Community 
 

We sometimes hear from people in our community, “why is the Staples Tuition Grants mission focused 
on Westport, a relatively affluent community with plenty of resources?”  The reality is that despite 
appearances, there are many households in our town that have difficulty bridging the gap between the 
ever-increasing cost of higher education and their ability to pay for it.  Nearly 50% of Staples High School 
seniors applied for financial aid last year from a variety of sources, including STG.  Yet this year STG is 
only able to meet about 25% of the demonstrated need from our grant recipients.  We absolutely have a 
local need, and our donors’ generosity helps students achieve their dreams of attending college and 
avoiding some of the crushing blows of student debt.  A zip-code must not be a barrier to meeting 
someone’s need for financial assistance.  Those who donate to STG recognize that their gifts are an 
investment in the futures of our recipients, many of whom return to Westport and contribute to the 
fabric of this vibrant community after college. 
 
Never has there been a year like 2020, at least not in the 78-year history of Staples Tuition Grants.  
Covid-19 led to a global pandemic in March 2020 that meant Westport families had to adapt to a whole 
new reality:  the closing of local schools and the implementation of remote learning for the balance of 
the school year.  For Staples graduates who were attending college or vocational school, it meant 
leaving campus to finish their school year remotely from home, summer jobs being taken away, and 
parents and other caregivers losing employment and investment income.  Suddenly there was increased 
uncertainty in many more households in Westport on just how students and their families would be able 
to meet the cost of their educations. 
 
A small group of loyal STG donors approached our board with a proposition:  What if we were to anchor 
a fundraising effort aimed specifically at addressing the increased need by our 2020 recipients in the face 
of this global pandemic?  These generous and anonymous donors pledged $50,000 and challenged the 
community to match it.  Many people in Westport sprang into action, and in a few short weeks not only 
did the community match this initial goal but beat our target to raise over $115,000 for the STG Covid-
19 Community Challenge. 
 
All these funds were applied to our 2020 awards, using a supplemental essay question to direct the pool 
to where it was needed the most.  The result was a record grant pool of $374,000 – an increase over last 
year’s $307,000.  The average grant rose from $3,000 in 2019 to $3,500 in 2020, benefiting 107 students 
attending 72 institutions of higher learning.  A list of these schools is included in this Annual Report. 
 
On behalf of the Staples Tuition Grants Board of Directors, our student grant recipients, and all those 
who have benefited from STG awards in our 78-year history, we want to thank you for your support of 
our mission and your generosity.  While we do not know what the year ahead will bring, we know we 
have the backing of this community to help ease the burden of many families who worry about their 
ability to pay for school. 
 
 
Ed Hulina & Glenn Payne 
Co-Presidents 2020-21, Staples Tuition Grants 
October 2020 
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What We Do 
 

First a very brief background.  Staples Tuition Grants (STG) was founded in Westport, CT, in 1943 with a 
$100 donation by the Staples High School PTA with the belief that all Staples graduates should have the 
opportunity to continue their education beyond high school, regardless of financial circumstances.  
That is our mission.  It is a well-established fact that college graduates and those with advanced 
technical training earn much higher incomes and have better employment opportunities during their 
careers1.  Many STG grant recipients return to Westport to raise families, and become not just 
important contributors to our community as adults, but future donors to STG and other local 
organizations, and “pay back” their grants – in a way, we are not a charity; our donors are investing in 
our own community. 
 
We are a simple organization with a single purpose and just one program.  We raise money from 
donors, and we direct it to students in need of financial assistance.  In between we have some small 
fundraising, database and technology costs, but more or less nearly everything we raise in a given year 
goes directly from our donors to our recipients, unless the raised funds have been earmarked for our 
endowment to be distributed in the years ahead (more on this below). 
 
We award non-recourse grants (meaning they are grants, not loans, and do not need to be repaid) 
every May for the following school year to graduates of Staples who are attending 2- or 4-year 
undergraduate colleges, universities or vocational/trade schools.  The only requirement is that the 
applicant has graduated from Staples HS and has demonstrated to us that they have genuine financial 
need.  Any graduate of Staples, including current high school seniors, can apply in any year they attend 
an undergraduate level school2 – we do not discriminate in any way, shape, or form.  All decisions on 
whether a student receives a grant, and the amount of that grant are based purely on objective 
financial information. 
 
We determine what a student can afford, and what the student’s net cost of tuition, room & board will 
be in the year ahead, and we award grants based on the size of the demonstrated “gap” between 
these two figures: 
 

 The determination of a student’s ability to pay for college is based on output from the FAFSA 
(Free Application for Federal Student Aid), a common form used and accepted widely in the 
higher-education community. 

 The determination of a student’s net cost is based on school invoices, statements or 
acceptance letters, and information provided by students that lists all their scholarships, 
grants, and other financial aid3 they are be receiving from their schools and other third parties. 

 The difference between the two figures above is the “gap” we aim to help close. 
 
All our grants are paid directly to schools – not to the student – and paid in two installments (for fall 
and spring semesters) only if the student attends school and is in good standing. 
 
Our funding comes 100% from donors.  Donors direct their donations to either our General Fund or an 

 
1 Median weekly earnings for a college graduate 177% of those of a high school graduate.  US Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
October 21, 2019. 
2 Our awards are for one year only – but any student eligible for a grant can apply any year they attend an undergraduate or 
vocational school.  Indeed, many of our students apply and receive grants every year they attend college.  Receipt or denial of 
an award in any given year does not affect our decision making in subsequent years as need is determined each year 
independently. 
3 We exclude all student loans in our calculations. 
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existing “named award”, or they can use their donation to establish a new named award if certain 
minimum commitments are met4.  Some of our named awards are “annual”, meaning that generally all 
funds raised that year are dispersed that year; some of our named awards are “endowed”, meaning 
that the award was established (and may continue to be funded) to exist in perpetuity – so only a 
portion of the balance of that award is distributed in any given year with the aim of preserving or 
possibly growing capital5. 
 
We have exceptionally low operating costs.  We keep our expenses low because we do not have staff, 
operated 100% by a hard-working, all-volunteer Board.6  Any expenses we do incur typically are 
around our fundraising efforts (printing, postage, marketing), our database which we need to process 
student applications and maintain detailed donor and named award records, and our website which 
we use for awareness building and donation processing.  Because of our low expense ratio, efficient 
operational excellence, and prudent investment history, STG is an extraordinarily good steward of our 
donors’ generosity.  As all our expenses are paid out of our General Fund, all donations to named 
awards go directly to award recipients.  Donations to the General Fund also typically go back out to 
grant recipients in the year they were made, net of the organization’s expenses, at the discretion of the 
Board. 
 
The STG Board of Directors consists of local area residents who volunteer to actively serve for three-year 
terms.  In addition to the Co-Presidents, Treasurer and Recording Secretary, every Director serves on 
one of five working committees, each led by a Chair or Co-Chairs:  Database, Donor, Finance, Marketing, 
and Student.  The Board meets regularly throughout the year, and committees meet as needed to 
complete their work.  The STG Advisory Board consists of past Presidents and past Committee Chairs 
who continue to volunteer their time to support STG. The President of the Advisory Board is the 
immediate past president of the Board of Directors, who is also a non-voting member of the Board of 
Directors.  A list of our 27 Board and 12 Advisory Board members for FY20 is included in this Annual 
Report. 
 
So that is who we are and what we do.  What follows in this Annual Report is how we performed this 
past fiscal year. 
 

  

 
4 $2,000 a year for 4 years to establish an annual award, or $25,000 to establish an endowed award. 
5 Our endowment (covering all award balances) ended FY20 with a balance of over $1.5 million, including unrealized gains and 
net of anticipated first semester 2020-21 grant checks.  All awards are managed as a single pool of funds, but each has a 
beginning and end of year accounting balance. Investment returns are allocated to endowed award and General Fund balances 
only – annual awards do not get assigned investment returns. 
6 Our Board works very hard to raise money, process donations, manage our endowment, raise awareness to all potential 
applicants, review applications and financial aid, communicate with students and donors, and manage the databases, websites, 
and social media accounts required to run an organization like ours.  Some positions may require 10-20 hours a week or more 
during certain parts of the calendar.   



 
 

 
version 1-Nov-20   Page 6 

FY20 Key Facts 
 

DONATIONS and income on endowed funds sustain STG (a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization). 
 

 In FY20, STG raised $434,000 in donations from over 468 donors, had $59,000 in realized 
investment income, and lost $12,500 from unrealized losses in our endowment.  100% of FY20 
funding came from individuals, trusts, private foundations, local businesses and civic 
organizations, and from earnings on STG’s endowment fund.  Some of these funds were 
earmarked for granting in the future as they were commitments to an endowed named award.  
A list of our FY20 donors is included in this Annual Report. 
 

 Our FY20 fundraising expenses were just short of $7,000 and we had $21,000 in G&A expenses, 
which included a one-off investment of $15,000 for the development of our new website.  
Generally, our expense ratio in any given year is around 4% or less, although it was slightly 
higher at 5.8% in FY20 due to the website investment.  Operating expenses in FY20 amounted to 
only 1.7% of our endowment. 

 
GRANTS to students are strictly need-based and apply to the upcoming academic year.  
 

 As in prior years, STG required all applicants to complete the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) form to assess the student’s ability to fund their education.  As a one-off 
due to circumstances in early 2020, we gave all applicants the option to submit a 300-word 
written response to how the Covid-19 pandemic was affecting their financial situation. 
 

 Students also had to submit their actual school invoices (or acceptance letters showing financial 
terms), including any financial aid or grants by the school.  They also had to submit a statement 
inventorying all third-party scholarships or grants.  These all determined the net cost of the 
student’s tuition, room and board for the upcoming school year. 
 

 Applications went live in December 2019 and closed in early March 2020, with Covid-19 
statements due in early April.  Over 130 applications were submitted and evaluated by our 
Board, 77 of which completed the optional Covid-19 statement. 
 

 We awarded a total grant pool of $374,000 in May 2020 for the 2020-21 school year7.  Nearly all 
who submitted a Covid-19 statement received an allocation of either $500, $1,000, or $2,000 
from our special one-time Covid-19 Community Challenge Award.   
 

 107 students were awarded grants, including 45 graduating high school seniors which 
represented about 10% of the graduating class of 2020.  This group will be attending 72 
different institutions of higher learning, which are listed in this Annual Report. 
 

 
7 Note that we award grants to students in May each year, and physically pay them out in August and December (the following 
school year).  As our fiscal year ends July 31, and we use cost accounting, the financial impact of our grants for a given year hit 
our books the following fiscal year they are awarded, and are recorded net of any returned funds or awards not paid due to a 
student withdrawing from school or other circumstances.  In FY19, we announced awards in May 2019 for $308,000, and in 
FY20 we physically paid out $294,500 in August and December (net of unused awards).  In FY20, we announced awards in May 
2020 for $374,000, which will hit our FY21 books as August and December 2020 outflows. 



 
 

 
version 1-Nov-20   Page 7 

 The average gap for our FY20 recipients between ability to pay and cost to attend was about 
$13,000.  The average grant was $3,500, up from $3,000 the prior year.  We therefore only had 
resources to help close about a quarter of the average student’s gap. 
 

 Our FY20 goals, set by our Board at the beginning of our year, were $400,000 for fundraising and 
$350,000 for gifting, so we outperformed both. 
 

 The Student, Finance and Donor Committees interviewed all high school senior applicants via 
Zoom calls in late April to learn more about them and determine the best fit with the specific 
wishes of donors who have established named awards.  These interviews do not impact the 
amount of their award, rather which specific awards they may ultimately receive. 
 

 Due to Covid-19, our June 2020 Awards Ceremony – usually held in the Staples High School 
Library for recipients, their families, donors, members of the Staples faculty, and the Westport 
community – was unfortunately cancelled.  In its place, awards were made remotely, and 
physical certificates (and cookies) were delivered safely to each high school senior receiving an 
award.  Margot Bruce, the daughter of our co-President, Iain Bruce, donated her time and 
talents to work with our Board to produce an incredibly special video in place of a physical 
awards ceremony, which can be found here. 

  



 
 

 
version 1-Nov-20   Page 8 

Financial Overview 
 

Endowment Investment Objective 

The objective of the investment portfolio (our “endowment”) is to maintain long term growth in capital 
with capital preservation to ensure the future viability of the fund and to keep pace with tuition and 
other direct costs of a college education.  The Board has an Investment Committee which follows an 
approved Investment Policy to guide our financial management and investment decisions.  The 
Investment Committee met with our UBS investment advisor in March 2020 and decided to make no 
immediate changes to our current investment portfolio and to reassess at the end of the calendar year. 
 
Investment FY20 Overview 

STG’s investment portfolio is a combination of cash, equities, and bonds, and is managed by UBS at our 
direction.  FY20 was a volatile year for investments – an early robust rally was followed by a precipitous 
market drop in March and April 2020, only to materially recover by July. 
 

 Year-end FY19 Year-end FY20 
Cash8 377,258 486,097 
Investments at fair market value 1,163,888 1,213,196 
Total assets 1,541,146 1,699,293 

 
 FY19 FY20 
Realized return 59,785 59,075 
Unrealized return (17,247) (12,547) 
Investment return 42,537 46,528 
Return on assets 3.75% 3.67% 

 
Statement of Activities Overview 
 
Fundraising and investment results in FY20 were similar to FY19, albeit under different circumstances.  
FY19 saw several large, one-time donations to new memorial awards, as well as a one-off corporate 
matching gift.  FY20 was bolstered by the generosity of the Westport community in response to the 
Covid-19 Community Challenge as outlined in the President’s Letter in this Annual Report. 
 
Each year, some STG grant recipients change schools, elect to defer one or both semesters, or change 
decisions regarding living at home or on campus.  In these instances, STG may adjust the amount of the 
award, or return the award to our endowment to be reallocated the following year, and the student will 
forfeit any unused amounts.  Due to the pandemic, we expect a higher than usual difference between 
awards granted in May 2020 and final award payments in the 2020-21 year. 
 
Expenses in FY20 were up on previous years due to a one-time investment in an all-new website that 
provides a better representation of our mission, as well as an improved point of access for both applying 
students and donors. 

 
8 Our end of year cash balance is higher than our beginning of year cash balance by the amount of first semester checks that get 
sent on or about August 1st.  The end of year FY19 (July 31, 2019) cash balance of $377,258 immediately dropped to $223,758 
on August 1, 2019 when we cut and sent $153,500 of first semester grant checks.  Similarly, our end of year FY20 cash balance 
of $486,097 dropped to $299,097 at the start of FY21 upon the distribution of $187,000 in first semester grant checks. 
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Named Named
expense % Annual Endowed FY20 FY19
of revenue Unrestricted Awards Awards Total Total

Support and Revenue:
Direct Public Contributions $85,930 $279,664 $68,521 $434,115 $440,197
Investment Income 10,043               49,032               59,075               59,785            
Unrealized holding gain/loss (2,133)                (10,414)              (12,547)              (17,248)           

$93,840 $279,664 $107,140 $480,644 $482,735

Program Expenses:
Grants Awarded $74,700 $157,800 $74,500 $307,000 $304,000
Grant Adjustments (3,250)                (3,250)                (6,000)                (12,500)              (6,000)             

61.27% $71,450 $154,550 $68,500 $294,500 $298,000

Fundraising Expenses:
Printing, Supplies $4,081 $4,081 $2,299
Graphic Design 300                      300                      100                   
Postage 226                     226                     1,435               
Credit Card/Paypal/Bank Fees 2,130                 2,130                 1,442               
Membership Dues 150                     150                     319                  

1.43% $6,887 $0 $0 $6,887 $5,596

General and Administrative Expenses:
Accounting, Insurance and fees $400 $400 $696
Awards night and meetings -                      -                      646                  
Postage and Supplies 767                     767                     648                  
IT (Website & Database) 19,943               19,943               9,128               -                      

4.39% $21,110 $0 $0 $21,110 $11,118

Change in net assets ($5,608) $125,114 $38,640 $158,146 $168,021

Net assets, beginning of year $268,119 $225,577 $1,047,450 $1,541,146

Net assets, end of year $262,512 $350,691 $1,086,090 $1,699,293

FY20 Awards (to be paid in FY21) $40,250 $266,250 $67,500 $374,000

Accumulated Unrealized Gains 41,816              n/a 204,160            $245,976

Statement of Activities
Staples Tuition Grants

For the year ended July 31, 2020 (FY20)

Financial statements are reviewed, but not audited, by an independent accountant.
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Donor Overview 
 
The Donor Committee manages STG’s fundraising initiatives, including two direct mail solicitations in fall 
and winter.  In FY20, STG received $434,115 in donations from over 468 donors, plus a number of 
donors who wished to remain anonymous.  A full list of these donors is included at the end of this 
Annual Report.  These generous donations, along with investment returns from STG’s endowment, 
enabled STG to award $374,000 to 107 deserving Staples graduates.  Of the $374,000, 89% was granted 
as a Named Award (71% Annual and 18% Endowed), and the remaining 11% was granted as an STG 
Award financed from unrestricted funds.  All expenses were paid out of unrestricted funds.  Not all 
amounts donated this fiscal year were immediately awarded as student grants, as many donations were 
earmarked for Endowed Awards, and therefore grew the STG endowment balance.  A full list and 
histories of our active Named Awards can be found on our website. 
 

 Named Annual Awards 
Some donors, both individuals and organizations, choose to create a Named Award in honor or 
memory of a special person or organization.  To establish a Named Annual Award, a 
commitment of $2,000 a year for a minimum of 4 years must be made.  The award will exist as 
long as the minimum annual contribution is met, and typically all donations received in a given 
year will be distributed that year, and do not become part of the STG endowment.  Donations to 
Named Annual Awards in FY20 totaled $279,664 across 48 awards. 
 

 Named Endowed Awards 
If a donor or group of donors wishes to create a Named Award in perpetuity, a minimum 
donation of $25,000 must be made for the award to become a Named Endowed Award and are 
often supplemented in subsequent years by additional donations.  All funds raised but not 
distributed in any year become invested in the STG endowment.  Donations to Named Endowed 
Awards in FY20 totaled $68,521, across our 29 Endowed Awards.  
 

 STG Awards 
In FY20 unrestricted donations totaled $85,930, primarily from individuals. 

 
In FY20 the Donor Committee coordinated multiple direct mail solicitations, targeting previous donors, 
new potential donors, named award contacts and community organizations.  In addition, STG 
successfully applied for grants from local philanthropic organizations.  Some Staples High School alumni 
groups also contribute regularly, including the Class of 1969 which beat their goal of raising $1,969 at 
their 50-year reunion in November 2019, and contributed $2,500 raised from about 150 classmates. 
 
Fundraising remains an ongoing priority.  STG relies on committed Board members, an Advisory Board of 
previous Board members, a supportive Westport community, local Foundations, the Westport PTAs, and 
Staples High School alumni groups to enable STG to continue to fulfill its mission. STG’s recent transition 
to an updated database will enable the organization to better target key donors through data analysis. 
 
The Donor Committee also works very closely with our Marketing Committee to raise awareness of our 
mission and to expand the footprint of our donor base.  This has become a larger priority for us as 
Westport is currently experiencing turnover in residents – young families are moving here from New 
York City and other urban locations, and long-term Westporters are selling their homes to relocate to 
less expensive locations.  This will be a major focus of the organization in FY21.  
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Student Overview 
 

Staples Tuition Grants invests considerable time raising awareness of our resources to Staples students, 
primarily through the Staples Guidance Department, the various Westport school PTAs, and directly to 
students who apply for a grant.  Each student applicant is assigned a Student Committee member and a 
Finance Committee member to work with that student throughout the application process. 
 
The Student Committee’s role is to coordinate and oversee the student application process and to serve 
as the liaison between the student applicants and the Finance Committee, which is responsible for the 
gathering and evaluation of all financial data to make recommendations on award amounts for each 
applicant.  Applicants must provide financial documents to demonstrate need: an approved FAFSA; fall 
and spring tuition bills, including any financial aid commitments from their respective schools; outside 
grant or scholarships not captured in a school tuition bill; and Parents’ Form 1040 Tax Returns. Each 
applicant’s information is held in strict confidence under STG’s confidentiality policy. 
 
Our financial assistance is offered for a dedicated course of study up to degree or certificate of 
completion and may be available for more than four years at the discretion of the Committee9.  We 
cover tuition, room and board, but not fees or other expenses.  Part of the role of our Student 
Committee is to stay in touch with all grant recipients throughout their higher education journey and 
help make them aware of STG resources. 
 
The number of applications from SHS seniors and graduates and the number or recipients and award 
total for each year is listed below. 
 

Year # of Applicants # of Recipients Total $ Awarded 

FY10 117 90 $265,000 
FY11 129 108 $300,000 
FY12 135 111 $314,000 
FY13 152 122 $317,000 
FY14 148 112 $320,000 
FY15 151 113 $322,000 
FY16 136 115 $300,000 
FY17 131 106 $302,000 
FY18 138 113 $304,000 
FY19 140 104 $308,000 
FY20 130 107 $374,000 

 
All students write personal hand-written thank-you letters to Named Award contacts. These heartfelt 
notes provide consistent evidence over the years of the powerful impact STG has had on recipients and 
their families.  A sample of these comments, Covid-19 statements, and other feedback received are 
provided below.  

 
9 We only cover undergraduate and equivalent education; we do not cover post-graduate education. 
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Comments from FY20 Award Recipients 
 
 
Covid-19 dramatically impacted our applicants and created additional need over and above what is 
typical…. 
 

“The project that my mother had been working on was suspended indefinitely due to the 
pandemic, so she is currently not earning any money.  I have not had the opportunity to make 
any money this spring. Also, for the summer I will likely also miss out on my summer camp job.” 
 
“Unfortunately, since first submitting my application for a grant my financial situation has 
drastically changed. At the beginning of this month (April 2020) my mother discovered that she 
was being laid off from her position.  To make matters worse, my father unfortunately 
contracted the COVID-19 virus while working a part time job to make up for this loss of income.” 
 
“My parents are essential business owners, but they are losing a lot of money every day working 
tirelessly to keep the work environment clean while preventing themselves from getting the 
virus… The economic situation has also led to problems at home. In my house, we are all on 
edge. Losing money every day is terrifying. It’s been incredibly difficult to keep up with my work 
as a student when my parents are worried about how they’re going to pay the rent.” 
 
“Many of the scholarships I have applied to are notifying us that available funds for scholarships 
are lower than normal, meaning they will be giving out fewer scholarships than previous years. 
This has left a detrimental burden on my family, and I am truthfully beginning to lose hope that 
we will ever have the funds to send both me and my twin sister to college in the fall.” 

 
STG provides students access to a college education… 

 
“Thank you so much for your generous grant … I am able to live out my dream of going to 
college. Especially during times like this it is good to know that there people out there who care.” 
 
“I just started my student nurse internship at Yale, and it has made me realize that nursing is 
truly the path for me. STG played a big part in helping me to earn my BSN.” 
 
“There are no words that can properly express my gratitude to you and how grateful I am for 
what you do for students like me every year.” 
 
“I am looking forward to becoming an independent woman pursuing a college degree. This is a 
very exciting chapter in my life and your help is making it even more exciting.” 

 
STG answered the call for help as the Covid-19 Pandemic began… 

 
“Since my mother’s income has been greatly diminished due to the pandemic, your grant is 
especially timely.” 
 
“My family has been hit especially hard financially by the pandemic…I can’t fully express how 
amazing it feels to have a community who care and support each other so much, particularly in 
these truculent and uncertain times.” 
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“I want to mention how impressive it was that you guys came together so quickly to address the 
crisis at hand and did something about it…thank you so much for your support.” 
 
“We are lucky to have people like you step up during these tough times to help my family and I 
during the corona virus pandemic.” 

 
STG provides an opportunity to invest in our community… 

 
“I am moved by each and everyone’s selflessness for helping kids like myself achieve their 
dreams. This only motivates me to further excel in college.” 
 
“I am proud to be able to help contribute to my college cost and avoid taking large student 
loans. I would like to thank you for the opportunity that you have generously provided me and let 
you know that I take the opportunity seriously.” 
 
“As an actor, I know how important community is and knowing STG was there for me, made me 
feel way better. Thank you!” 
 
“I sincerely thank you for the helping to provide the security I need to pursue my college 
education, and ultimately my development as a person and member of society.” 

 
STG eases student’s financial burdens…  

 
“This newly established grant will play a big role in lowering the amount of student loans I will 
need to take on.” 
 
“I am relieved to have a large portion of the financial burden lifted from me and my family this 
year.” 
 
“Because I am a first-generation college student, I know how difficult pursuing higher education 
can be especially financially. There is no combination of words in the world that can be properly 
express my gratitude.” 
 
“This award means so much to me and my family who is paying for another college education at 
the same time.” 

 
STG encourages hope for the future… 
 

“With this grant I will be furthering my education and preparing to change the world around me. 
I plan to make the world more beautiful through my art.” 
 
“This award will help me pursue political science in college and then hopefully go to law school, 
where I hope to become an attorney for those less fortunate and the falsely incarcerated. “ 

 
“Because of the help I have gotten from the grants, I will definitely be supporting it in the future 
and giving back to the community that has set me up to succeed.” 
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Schools Attended by FY20 Award Recipients 
 
The below is a complete list of the 72 colleges and universities that our 107 FY20 award recipients will 
be attending in the 2020-21 school year. 
 
 
American University 
Auburn University 
Bard College 
Boston University 
Bryant University 
California Institute of the Arts 
Carnegie Mellon University 
Catholic University 
Chapman University 
Clemson University 
Colgate University 
College of the Holy Cross 
College of William & Mary 
Colorado State University 
Columbia College Chicago 
Connecticut College 
Cornell University 
Dickinson College 
Drexel University 
Eckerd College 
Fairfield University 
Five Towns College 
Florida Atlantic University 
Fordham University 
George Washington University 
Georgia State University 
Grinnell College 
High Point University 
Indiana University 
Ithaca College 
Juniata College 
Landmark College 
Loyola University, Maryland 
Maine College of Art 
Marist College 
Marymount Manhattan College 

Montclair State University 
Morgan State University 
Muhlenberg College 
New York University 
Northwestern University 
Norwalk Community College 
Norwich University 
Pennsylvania State University 
Providence College 
Quinnipiac University 
Sacred Heart University 
School of Visual Arts 
Skidmore College 
Southern Connecticut State University 
Syracuse University 
Temple University 
Texas Christian University 
University of California, Santa Cruz 
University of Colorado 
University of Connecticut 
University of Connecticut - Stamford 
University of Delaware 
University of Maryland 
University of Massachusetts - Amherst 
University of Miami 
University of New Hampshire 
University of New Haven 
University of North Carolina 
University of Pittsburgh 
University of Rhode Island 
University of Rochester 
University of Vermont 
University of Virginia 
Villanova University 
Virginia Tech 
Wheaton College 
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FY20 Board of Directors 
 

Iain Bruce, Co-President 
Ed Hulina, Co-President 

Candace Banks, Donor Committee 
Tammy Barry, Co-Chair, Donor Committee 

Melissa Cahn, Student Committee 
Robert Decosimo, Finance Committee 

Meredith Donaher, Student Committee 
Karen Ellman, Donor Committee 

Karen Fountain, Finance Committee 
Chuck Haberstroh, Marketing Committee 
Jodi Harris, Co-Chair, Donor Committee 

Lisa Hill, Donor Committee 
Jimmy Izzo, Marketing Committee, Community Outreach 

Trevor Lally, Co-Treasurer 
Joe Massoud, Student Committee 

John McCarthy, Co-Chair, Finance Committee 
Sue McGillion-Moore, Recording Secretary 
Doug Pardon, Co-Chair, Finance Committee 

Glenn Payne, Co-Treasurer 
Kathy Ragland, Chair, Marketing Committee 

Sandy Rappaport, Donor Committee 
Karen Speller, Database Committee 

Tim Steele, Student Committee 
Barbara Sweeney, Database Committee 

Sue Vester, Donor Committee, Stewardship 
Julie Whamond, Chair, Student Committee 
Kirsten Berg Woods, Marketing Committee 

 

FY20 Advisory Board 
 

The Advisory Board consists of past Presidents and past Committee Chairs who continue to volunteer 
their time to support STG. The President of the Advisory Board is the immediate past president of the 

Board of Directors, who is also a non-voting member of the Board of Directors. 
 

Matt Porio, President, Advisory Board 
Kate Andrews 

Scott Bennewitz 
Andrea Berkley 

Jessica Branson Thornton 
Maureen Coogan 

Tony Eason 
Doug Fincher 
Mary Foster 

Mary Beth Fyda 
Rhonda Payne 

Lee Frey Saveliff 
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Thank You to Our Generous FY20 Donors 
 
Staples Tuition Grants is grateful for the sustained support of our donors. It is through the generosity 
of our friends and neighbors that STG can help so many young people pursue their higher education 
after graduating from Staples High School.  The following individuals, foundations, and other 
organizations contributed a financial donation to STG in FY20.   
 
Anonymous 
Georgia and Charles Adams 
Alice Addicks 
Linda and Jim Adelman 
Adolph & Ruth Schnurmacher Foundation 
Terri-Ann and James Adrian 
Barbara Agar 
Katherine Alcorn 
Janet Aley 
Allison and Anthony Allott 
Nada Alsaigh and Adam Mussomeli 
Kimberly Ambrosio 
Celeste and Bruce Amlicke 
Christine and Eduardo Andrade 
Kate and Chip Andrews 
Maura Appelson 
Susanne and Peter Armstrong 
Maureen and Scott Asiel 
Jonathan Atwood 
Steve Aubin 
Katie and Robert Augustyn 
Nancy Axthelm 
Candace and Thomas Banks 
Jocelyn and Walter Barandiaran 
Lynda and Keith Barber 
Tammy and Steve Barry 
Rena and Daniel Barsanti 
Sandy Baxter 
Pamela and Mark Beaudoin 
Laura and Scott Beck 
Bedford Middle School PTA 
Clair Benmosche 
Karen and Dan Bennewitz 
Kathie and Scott Bennewitz 
Robin and Brad Berggren 
Andrea and Evan Berkley 
Jen Berniker 
Barbara and Bob Bernstein 
Isabel and Russell Blair 
Lee and Duane Bollert 
April and Michael Book 
Carol Borrman 
Diane and Eric Bosch 
Natasha and Marx Bowens 
Diana Bowes 
Jennifer and Rob Bowman 
Janet and Paul Bradshaw 

Jessica Branson 
Kurt Brockwell 
Scott Brodie 
Andree Brooks 
Wendy and Spencer Brown 
Linda and Iain Bruce 
Shirley Bruce 
Cheryl and Charles Buck 
Amy and Art Buckman 
Barbara Butler 
Elena and Marco Caggiano 
Melissa and Adam Cahn 
Mary Ann and Bill Campbell 
Michelle and Joe Cardello 
Patricia and Thomas Carey 
Mary Kay and John Caricato 
Sharon and Sam Carpenter 
Eileen Carroll 
Mary and Kevin Carroll 
Erika and Bill Carter 
Stacey and Phil Casparius 
Salvatore Cassano 
Youn Su and Edward Chao 
Mary and William Chappa 
Evelyn Chen and Chuck Llewellyn 
Church Family 
Alexandria Cirasuolo 
Yvonne and Guy Claveloux 
Lauren and Michael Cohen 
Coleytown Elementary School PTA 
Coleytown Middle School PTA 
Pamela and Kevin Collins 
Kara Condlin 
Maureen and Joseph Coogan 
Kim and Lee Cooper 
Mary and Jonathan Cooperman 
Kelly Copeland and Scott Dorf 
Marla and Ed Cowden 
Stacie and Jim Curran 
Alice and Peter Czuczka 
Mandy and Christian Dalzell 
JoAnn Davidson and Alan Beasley 
Catherine and Elwood Davis 
Milena and Robert Decosimo 
Nancy Diamond and Jeffrey Mayer 
Emily and Joseph DiMiceli 
Jill and Alex Dimitrief 
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Kathleen and David DiScala 
Danielle Dobin and Christopher Smith 
Arlene Doherty and Bob Petersen 
Ginger and Jim Donaher 
Meredith Donaher 
Colleen and Chris Dougherty 
Karen and Robert Driscoll 
Lynn and Brian Duchan 
Thomas Duquette 
Adrienne and Charles Durkin 
Beth-Ann and Tony Eason 
Susan and Peter Eastman 
June Eichbaum and Kenneth I. Wirfel  
Cindy and David Eigen 
Joyce and Richard Eldh 
Suzanne Elkin and Peter Borowsky 
Susan Ell 
Constance Elliot 
David and Geri Epstein Private Foundation 
Dr. Richard Epstein and Ina Chadwick 
Wendy and Kenny Epstein 
Bobbi and Elliot Essagof 
Sarah and Matthew Fair 
Eileen and Chris Fanning 
Patricia Farmer 
Bud Farquhar 
Theanne and Matthew Feldman 
Fercondini Family 
Fermat Capital Management LLC 
Janet Filling 
Finance IQ 
Dorothy and Richard Fincher 
Tracy and Douglas Fincher 
Laura Fishman 
Dorothy and Dave Fitton 
Sheila and Mark Flinn 
Dr. and Mrs. Martin Floch 
Sheila Florio 
Nancy Keefe Fortin 
Mary and Frode Foss-Skiftesvik 
Mary and Bob Foster 
Anne Marie and Patrick Fox 
Luisa Francoeur 
Christopher Frey 
Judy and Keith Frey 
Kelley and Bradford W. Frey 
Lisa and Ed Friedland 
Alexandra and Mark Friedman 
Allison Fritz-Feuer and Jack Feuer 
Nancy and Richard Frock 
Mary Beth Fyda and Stephan Bub 
Daniel Gabriele 
Elise and Neil Gabriele 

Mary Gai 
Mary Ellen and John Gallagher 
Ellen and Art Gang 
Tiffany and Paul Garner 
Garrison McKane Family Charitable Trust 
Nancy and Bill Gault 
Nancy and Sam Gault 
Gault Family Companies 
Nathalie Gavrilovic and Paul Fonteyne 
Laurie and David Gendell 
Julia and Andrew Genser 
Arline Gertzoff 
Cynthia Gibb 
Galia Gichon Clemens 
Carol Gluckman 
Amy and Gary Goldberg 
Patrick Goldschmidt 
Lee Goldstein and Charles Dockter 
Golf for Special Needs Children, Inc. 
Linda and Michael Gordon 
Dr. Nikki Gorman, Village Pediatrics 
Karen Bennewitz Grasse 
Kitty and Jim Graves 
Eve and Tom Green 
Elizabeth and Marc Greenberg 
Jill Greenberg and Mitchell Lester 
Constance and Stewart Greenfield 
Adam Greenlee 
Greens Farms Elementary School PTA 
Dr. Chelsea Grefe McCann 
Erika Griffin 
Ben Gross 
Dr. Edward Grossman, MD and Madeleine Grossman 
Chuck Haberstroh 
Anne and Stuart Hadden 
Simon Hallgarten 
Loretta and Robert Hallock 
Gibby Halloran and Phillip Schemel 
Rose Lee Halper 
Rosemary and Steven Halstead 
Hardylon Creative LLC 
Jill and William Harmer 
Jodi and Patrick Harris 
Janet and John Hartwell 
Miriam and Jeff Hauser 
Karen and Greg Hawes 
Jennifer and Ken Heiser 
Helen Clay Frick Foundation 
Joanne and Grant Heller 
Barbara Herman 
Kristin and Paul Hertz 
Lisa and John Hill 
Amy and Jonathan Hochhauser 
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Mary and Dan Hoffman 
Sivan and Eric Hong 
Maggie Hornung 
Carrie Howard 
Michelle and Livingston Howard 
Amy and Ed Hulina 
Mary and Robert Hurley 
James A. Izzo 
Jennifer Jackson and Gary Nusbaum 
Sherry Jagerson 
Kris and Kevin Jandora 
Pat and Richard Jay 
JB Machinery, Inc. 
Erika and Ryan Jennings 
Jerylyn Foundation 
Nora and Alex Jinishian 
Jill and Andy Jones 
Heidi and Andrew Kail 
Nancy Kail 
Wilma and Dan Kail 
Chelsea Kalt 
Melissa and Jonathan Kane 
Bethany Kapadia 
Marji and Rich Kaplowitz 
Diane Karazulas 
Debbie Karwon 
Kimberly Kassay 
Amy and Neil Katz 
Carol Avery Kaye 
Elizabeth Keating 
Deirdre and Sean Kelly 
Sara Kempner 
Elizabeth Kiester 
Gail and Philip Kiester 
Kings Highway Elementary School PTA 
Teri Klein  
Jeanne and Jack Klinge 
KMS Partners at Compass 
Patty Kondub 
Melanie and Geoffrey Kooris 
Shari and Gary Korn 
Sandra and Greg Krenzer 
Lisa and Mark Krosse 
Phyllis and Adam Kurzer 
Celeste and Norman La Croix 
Lisa and Warren Lagerloef 
Trevor Lally 
Andre Lambros 
Antonia and Max Landgraf 
Helen and Tom Lasersohn 
Ellen Lautenberg and Douglas Hendel 
Monika Lazaro Jegelka and Grover Fitch 
Joanne and Carl Leaman 

Sandra and Lawrence Lefkowitz 
Elizabeth Leggett and Jesper Linvald 
Amy and Rick Leonard 
Lisa and Mark Lesher 
Sara LeTourneau and Michael Johnston 
Allen Levenson 
Dr. Alan Levine 
Dr. Robert and Anne Levine 
Mary and Michael Lieder 
Linde 
Little Barn LLC 
Marcia Logan and Dan Goodgame  
Long Lots Elementary School PTA 
Erin and Steven Loranger 
Joyce and Stuart Losen 
Ronni Love 
Ellie and Dick Lowenstein 
Florence Lozyniak 
Hilary and Adam Lustig 
Kate Lyle Melillo 
Janine MacDonald and Alberto de Brito 
Julie and Jim MacDonald 
Sandra MacLeod and Robert Morrison 
Barbara Maisonpierre 
Inge and Eric Maki 
Phyllis and Ken Makovsky 
Robert Makuch 
Joan and Louis Mall 
Edward Mally 
Christine and Michael Maloney 
Sharon and Robert Malouf 
Deborah Markus 
Mary Ellen and Jim Marpe 
Rebecca Martin and John Donoghue 
Elizabeth and Joseph Massoud 
Barbara and Peter Matton  
Kaye May 
Patricia and Brennan McCarthy 
Susan and John McCarthy 
Susan McGillion-Moore and Fergal Moore 
Deborah and Gerald McGinley 
Lynn McNamara 
Michelle Mechanic and Jesse Gutkowski 
Melissa and Doug LLC 
Wendy and Andrew Melnick 
Sarah and Tony Menchaca 
Maxwell Meren 
Michael Merrill 
Ana and David Messenger 
Bonita and Leonard Messman 
Denise and Paul Michalowski 
Joan and Michael Miller 
Elizabeth and Mustafa Mirza 
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Matthew Moneyhon and Dr. Kathleen Tarrant 
Andrea and David Moore 
Antoinette and Matthew Moro 
Isabel and Steve Moskowitz 
Maggie Mudd and Fulvio Dobrich 
Karen and Adam Murphy 
Christopher Myers 
Ellen and Mark Naftalin 
Dale and Pete Najarian 
Pat and John Nallen 
Saira Nasar 
Sharon and Steven Navarro 
Joan and Sam Nevin 
Carolyn Nevins 
Newman’s Own Foundation 
Katherine and Mark Noonan 
Marnie and Jeff Nusbaum 
Orvis Family 
Marcie and Tom Pajolek 
Doug Pardon 
Diane and Steve Parrish 
Joyce Pauker 
Rhonda and Glenn Payne 
Deb Perry 
Carol and Robert Peterson Jr. 
Dina and Steve Phelps 
Diane Rachel Pincus 
Kelly Pollard 
Lauren Poppe 
Kim and John Porio 
Matthew Porio 
Pat and Sal Porio 
Virginia and Matthew Porio 
Meredith Poster 
Julie and Rob Potack 
John Pritchett and Ron Schanze 
Kathy and John Ragland 
Beth and Jay Rand 
Sandy and Mark Rappaport 
Gail and Roger Ratchford 
Deborah and Mark Ratcliffe 
Rita Reagan Hulme 
Helga Richards 
Danielle and Spencer Richlin 
Lucy and Irwin Roberts 
Melissa Roberts and Khaled Matar 
Jenny and Tim Robson 
Lucy Robson 
Janet and Tim Rogers 
Shelley and Richard Ross 
Stacy and Peter Rotolo 
Frances and Steve Rowland 
Janet and Howard Rubel 

Sue and Jeff Rubin 
Kelle and Jeff Ruden 
Micil Ryan 
Felicia and Andy Sale 
Jill and David Saltzman 
Joanne and Len Samela 
Judy and Steven Samuels 
Michael Santini 
Saugatuck Elementary School PTA 
Kate, Maddie and Julia Saveliff 
Lee and Jim Saveliff 
Pat Saviano 
Candice Savin and Daniel Gross 
Deb and Chris Sawch 
Susan and Jeffrey Schaefer 
Schede Family 
Donna Schmerzler 
Stephanie Schock 
Libby Schreiber and Andy Kaplan 
Debbie Selden 
Amy Selib Dowell and Colin Dowell 
Harriet and Robert Selverstone 
Stella and John Seo 
Stephanie and Stephen Shackelford 
Surya Shah and Sanjiv Nathwani 
Claudia and Paul Shaum 
Aryan Shayegani and Frank Bruno 
Suzanne Sherman-Propp and Peter Propp 
Ann Sherwood and Jim Foreman 
Rosalind and Edward Siegel 
Sue and Cliff Sirlin 
Janna Sirowich 
Chandy and Geoff Smith 
Karlene and Daniel Smith 
Susan Smith 
Lauren Soloff and Wesley Malowitz 
Kerri Sorensen 
Eric and Linda Speer 
Karen and Michael Speller 
Karen and Toly Spheeris 
Shobha and Mandayam Srivas 
Kathryn and Jim St. Andre 
Emily Stanevich 
Staples Boys Soccer 
Staples Class of 1969  
Staples High School Class of 1981  
Staples High School PTA 
Staples High School Sunshine Club 
Susan and Tim Steele 
Susan and Jon Stefenson 
Elizabeth and Mark Steffen 
Carol and Richard Stein 
George Steinberg 
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Judy Sterling 
Jean Stevens 
Judy Ann Stevens, Esq. 
Mary Ann and William Stirling 
Allyson and Jeff Stollenwerck 
Nina Streitfeld 
Barbara and Jonathan Sweeney 
Pam Syndercombe 
Laura and Mike Taets 
Denise and Chris Tait 
Lauren Tarshis and David Dreyfuss 
Jane and Ron Tarsy 
Charlie Taylor 
Margaret and Alan Temple 
Danielle and Neil Teplica 
Susan Thomsen and Norman Trepner 
Michelle and David Titlebaum 
Virginia Tobey 
Chris Toeplitz 
Abby Tolan 
Karen Toth 
Mary and Richard Towers 
Sonja and John Tracey 
Jody and Peter Trager 
Judith Udell 
UN Association of SW CT 
Mitzi and Ed Vaimberg 
Jennifer and Charles Vandis 
Maureen Vergato 
Sue and John Vester 

Matthew Vouse 
Susan and Thomas Wall 
Sheila Ward 
Marjorie and Doug Watt 
Carey and Douglas Weber 
Naomi Weingart 
Westport Board of Education 
Westport Rotary Club Foundation 
Westport Sunrise Rotary 
Westport Weston Family YMCA Bedford Family 
Social Responsibility Fund 
Westport Young Women’s League 
Westport-Weston Foundation 
Barbara and David Wiederecht 
Patricia and Jeffrey Wieser 
Kim and Elizabeth Wilford 
Adrienne and Scott Williams 
Michele Williams and Mark Loughridge 
Willick Family 
Ruth and Alan Winnick 
Elizabeth and James Wolf 
Dan Woog 
Elaine Wyden 
Kara and David Yass 
Leona and Daniel Yin 
Janice and Stephan Yost 
Amanda and Peter Zakowich 
Lawrence Zlatkin 
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Staples High School Tuition Grants Committee Inc. 
P.O. Box 5159 

Westport, CT 06881-5159 
info@staplestuitiongrants.org 

 
Visit us online at www.staplestuitiongrants.org 

 

 
 
 

Staples Tuition Grants recipients at the June 2019 Awards Ceremony at Staples High School (we were 
unable to hold our June 2020 ceremony due to Covid-19 restrictions). 


